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HIGHLIGHTS 


May 15 - 21, 1994 


An anchoring ridge of high pressure over the central United States brought 
warm, windy conditions to the central Plains and the western Corn Belt, 
reducing topsoil moisture. In contrast, beneficial rains fell across the 
Northwest and the northern Plains, while cool, cloudy weather locked in 
along the Atlantic seaboard. Early in the week, a band of thunderstorms 
swept through the eastern third of the Nation, and heavy rain lingered in 
Louisiana and eastern Texas. More than 1 inch of rain soaked much of the 
Northeast, and nearly 3 inches pelted Baton Rouge, LA and Beaumont, TX. 
Minor to moderate river flooding continued in eastern Texas carly in the 
week, especially in basins east and south of Dallas and San Antonio, in part 
due to runoff from last week’s inundations. Farther west, precipitation 
overspread areas from central California to Montana, and persisted until 

(Continued to p. 15) 


CLIMATE ANALYSIS CENTER, 
Computer generated isohyets 
Based on preliminary 

“~y 
. 7 








Contents 


Highlights & Total Precipitation Map 
Crop Moisture Maps 
Temperature Departure & 

Extreme Maximum Temperature Maps 
National Weather Data for Selected Cities ..., 
Growing Degree Day Table wv... eee eere reese on 
National Agricultural Summary & 

Soil Temperature Map ....cs eee eweneewepercer 
Crop: Progress: TaD Lea: i :o!s:sc:6:h:o:b:nso: ne: beso eco: m 0: bese eek 
State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture:.., 10 
Extreme Minimum Temperature Map .....i.ce50% oe AS 
International Weather and Crop Summary 
Subscription. and Mailing Permit Information & 

Crop Condition Tables 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 











CROP MOISTURE 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 


UPDATED WEEKLY 





SLIGHTLY 
CROP MOISTURE: FAVORABLY DRY 
DEPICTS SHORT TERM (UP TO ABOUT 4 WEEKS) MOIST 
ORYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING AGRICUL- 
. CAN CHANGE CONSIDERABLY 
AND INDICATES NORMAL CONDITIONS AT 
AND END OF THE GROWING SEASON. 


USES...APPLICABLE IN MEASURING THE SHORT TERM. 
WEEK-TO-WEEK, STATUS OF DRYNESS OR WETNESS AFFECTING WARM 
SEASON CROPS AND FIELD OPERATIONS. 


LIMITATIONS...MAY NOT BE APPLICABLE TO GERMINATING AND SHALLOW 0 

ROOTED CROPS WHICH ARE UNABLE TO EXTRACT THE DEEP OR SUBSOIL MOISTURE 8 

FROM A 5-FOOT PROFILE, OR FOR COOL SEASON CROPS GROWING WHEN TEMPERA- 

TURES ARE AVERAGING BELOW ABOUT 55°F. IT IS NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OF 

THE LONG TERM (MONTHS, YEARS) DROUGHT OR WET SPELLS WHICH ARE DEPICTED 

BY THE DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX. NOAAUSDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 


Based on preliminary reports 








CROP MOISTURE INDEX 
(SHORT TERM, CROP NEED VS. AVAILABLE WATER IN 5-FT. SOIL PROFILE) 


May 21, 1994 
(Index values are in tenths; example: 37 = 3.7) 
UPDATED WEEKLY 
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EXCESSIVELY WET 
MORE DRY WEATHER NEEDED: WORK DELAYED 
FAVORABLE, EXCEPT STILL TOO WET IN SPOTS 
FAVORABLE FOR NORMAL GROWTH ANO 


ORY; 
DROUGHT 2T0- TOO DAY; YIELD PROSPECTS REDUCED 
OROUGHT CONTINUES; RAIN URGENTLY NEEDED 3T0- POTENTIAL YIELOS SEVERELY CUT BY DROUGHT 
NOT ENOUGH RAIN; STILL EXTREMELY ORY BELOW-4 = EXTREMELY DRY: MOST CROPS RUINED 


NOAAJUSDA JOINT AGRICULTURAL WEATHER FACILITY 





Based on preliminary reports 








May 24, 1994 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


lina Departure of Average Temperature from Normal(°F) 
(~ \ MAY 15-21, 1994 














°F 
VA >o 


CLIMATE ANALYSIS CENTER, NOAA 
Computer generated isotherms 


Based on preliminary data va 


i 
Pos 


eg ee 


«2, “Y Ps 
wo 


ema. 


Extreme Maximum Temperature(°F) 


MAY 15-21, 1994 








| 
[=] 90 j 


CLIMATE ANALYSIS CENTER, NO 
Computer generated isotherm 








Based on preliminary data / 


a 


ra 





Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin May 24, 1994 





National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending May 21, 1994 





RELATIVEJ NUMBER OF DAYS 
TEMPERATURE °F PRECIPITATION HUMIDITY, 
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Based on 1961-90 normals. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 21, 1994 
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Based on 1961-90 normals. 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending May 21, 1994 
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CUMULATIVE GROWING DEGREE DAYS (CORN’) 
March 1 - May 21, 1994 
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Based on 1951-80 normals. « Growing degree days for corn are computed to a 50°F base with the daily maximum 
temperature limited to 86°F or lower, and the daily minimum to 50°F or higher. 
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National Agricultural Summary 
May 16 - 22, 1994 


HIGHLIGHTS: Favorable weather allowed planting progress to 
continue at a brisk pace with all field crops ahead of the 5-year 
average. The percent of soybeans planted followed the rapid pace 
set by corn producers with all States ahead of the average. The 
central United States experienced summer weather as warm and 
windy conditions dried fields and promoted plant development. 
The warm weather boosted wheat development in southern Kansas, 
where wheat was beginning to turn color. Corn development 
benefited from the open weather, and the percentage emerged was 
well over half for Kentucky, Iowa, Ohio, Nebraska, and Minnesota. 
Frequent thunderstorms in the Gulf Coast did not slow crop 
development. In parts of the Corn Belt, producers expressed 
concern that the lack of soil moisture was slowing germination for 
newly-planted crops. Cool, cloudy weather with little precipitation 
for the eastern half of the Nation dried fields and allowed planting 
to progress. Significant amounts of rainfall in the northern Pacific 
Coast saved the small grain crops, but did little to improve soil 
moisture levels, which remain at a deficit. Cool weather and 
rainfall slowed crop progress and field activities for the Southern 
Pacific Coast. Late week showers and thunderstorms in the upper 
Great Plains slowed small grains planting. 


SMALL GRAINS: The winter wheat crop was mostly good to fair 
with 66% of the winter wheat acreage headed, 17 points ahead of 
last year, and 2 points ahead of the 5-year average. Arkansas, 
California, North Carolina, and Oklahoma were 99% headed, while 
Michigan and Montana still report no wheat headed. Heading of 
wheat progressed quickly in Missouri, where a 42 percentage point 
increase from last week was reported. Russian wheat aphid 
infestation and wheat streak mosaic were reported in western 
Kansas. Wheat harvest was under way in south Texas to the 
Blacklands, with 1% harvested compared with 2% last year. Texas’ 
winter wheat condition was 50% normal compared with 74% for 
last year. 


Spring wheat crop was mostly good to fair with spring wheat 
seeding 92% complete, 2 points behind the average. North and 
South Dakota were behind the average with 57% and 91% seeded 
respectively. The spring wheat crop was 64% emerged, 11 points 
behind the average. 


Corn planted was 92% complete for the Nation, 11 points ahead of 
the average. Warm weather and dry field conditions spurred corn 
planting. Corn planted in Indiana, Michigan, Missouri, Wisconsin, 


and South Dakota increased over 20 percentage points from last week. 
This week’s corn condition in Wisconsin was mostly good, with corn 
planted at 94%, the highest level for this date in over 30 years. Corn 
was 86% emerged in Iowa, 33 points ahead of the average. Corn 
planted in Iowa reached 100%, while Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, 
and Texas had over 95% planted. Illinois producers replanted some 
poor corn stands and reported some acres sprayed for cutworms. 


Cotton was in mostly good condition with planting 71% complete, 3 
points ahead of normal. Cotton planting in Missouri increased 25 
points from last week to 97% complete. Cotton squaring in Arizona 
was 19%, 4 points ahead of average. The cotton crop condition in 
Texas was 84% optimum, compared with 69% for last year. Planting 
activities in the Texas Plains increased while cotton development in 
the South Central region made slow progress as higher temperatures 
were needed. Cotton plants continued to square and some plants 
began setting bolls in south Texas. Mississippi cotton planting 
progress was 24 percentage points ahead of the average, while Texas 
slipped to 8 percentage points behind the average. Cotton planting in 
California was virtually complete, with slow germination in the in the 
San Joaquin Valley, compared with plants blooming in the desert. 


Sorghum planting was 49% complete, 7 points ahead of normal. 
Nebraska reported a 37 percentage point increase from last week for 
sorghum planted, 20 points ahead of the average. Sorghum fields 
responded favorably to warmer weather in Central Texas, and fields 
continued to head in the Costal Bend and Rio Grande Valley. 


Rice condition was mostly good with seeding 91% complete, 12 
points ahead of the average. Rice seeding in California was still 
behind the average by 8 points despite an increase of 25 points from 
last week. Mississippi finished planting and was 27 percentage points 
ahead of the average. Rice was 77% emerged for the 5 States, 18 
percentage points ahead of the average. Mississippi’s rice was 98% 
emerged, 40 percentage points ahead of the average. Arkansas and 
Texas reported some flooding of rice fields. 


Soybeans planted were 58% complete, 21 percentage points ahead of 
the average. Soybeans planted increased 30 points from last week 
and are 35 points ahead of last year. Iowa continued to lead the 
Nation with 92% of their soybeans planted. Minnesota and Nebraska 
increased from last week by at least 40 percentage points to 76%, and 
71% complete, respectively. Again this week Arkansas, Iowa, and 
Mississippi had twice the average planted. 
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Crop Progress 
for the Week Ending May 22, 1994 


SOYBEANS PLANTED COTTON PLANTED 

Current Last Wk 1993 Avg. Current Last Wk 1993 Avg. 
30 21 34 29 84 76 81 85 Current Last Wk 1993 Avg. 
31 15 8 14 99 97 98 98 95 89 56 72 
33 21 30 25 92 75 69 74 70 45 60 78 
50 21 29 50 99 98 99 100 91 86 91 89 
55 25 43 45 92 85 87 74 100 99 55 73 
92 53 15 42 94 93 91 84 99 96 82 93 
40 15 4 25 98 97 67 74 
22 6 13 17 97 72 85 81 91 83 66 79 
31 aa 37 3 84 wa 90 94 
45 10 30 35 NC 93 72 90 80 
76 36 24 47 OK 34 23 23 32 
pH = 7 a = a = oa a These 5 States produced 96% of the 
71 28 14 37 [Xx 43 35 52 51 1993 rice crop. 
34 18 30 27 
76 44 =a 46 14 States 71 63 68 68 
22 43 22 19 
48 12 18 33 


RICE EMERGED 
13 . 2 & These 14 States produced 99% of the 


Current Last Wk 1993 
19 States 58 28 #23~«(O3? 1993 cotton crop. 99 98 85 
97 81 99 
These 19 States produced 95% of the 93 88 86 
1993 soybean crop. 88 70 96 
CORN PLANTED 98 95 95 
Current Last Wk 1993 
93 16 87 5 States 92 78 94 
100 99 99 
87 69 68 
86 65 76 
a s- 0 These 5 States produced 96% of the 
80 65 74 1993 rice crop. 
80 50 70 
96 79 63 
88 68 32 
= ro a SPRING WHEAT PLANTED 


94 80 84 Current Last Wk 1993 
55 40 59 

86 52 50 82 
99 96 98 30 
94 65 52 87 


RICE PLANTED 
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68 33 
15 20 
8081 
98 85 35 
17 States 92 78 68 85 79 72 
WINTER WHEAT HEADED 
Covi uate heen. These 17 States produced 91% of the " Se 
99 97 93 98 1993 corn crop. 
99 98 99 99 


31 3 15 25 These 5 States produced 97% of the 


7 nr a ae GRAIN SORGHUM PLANTED 1993 spring wheat crop. 


Current Last Wk 1993 Avg. 
a = br 7 AR 90 ss ss  @ 
30 .- -« wa o 17 15 ..-“ 
0 0 0 ; »& 17 1 7 28 SPRING WHEAT EMERGED 
70 as * 25 10 5 20 
0 0 75 67 73 76 Current Last Wk 1993 
20 a 34 «MS 77 75 +59 66 92 89 59 
99 aw = 46 26 20 35 61 29 «84 
OH 12 17 12 NE 50 13 9 30 67 49 44 
rn +s «= 13 6* 37 57 24 ~2«Oo71 
OR 60 a ss S&S 30 2 6330: - ~. ow 
sD 2 0 4 SD 24 3 6 16 
TX 88 85 90 TX 77 774 73 72 5 States 64 37 70 
” = 5 618 12 states 49 36 (330—~Cé«42 
19 States 66 49 64 (* revised) 


These 19 States produced 92% of the These 12 States produced 98% of the These 5 States produced 97% of the 
1993 winter wheat crop. 1993 grain sorghum crop. 1993 spring wheat crop. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 
These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions 
important on a national scale. More detailed data are available in Weather 
and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by NASS State Statistical 
Offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: _ Rainfall none to 0.21 in. Temperatures 4 to 8° 
below normal. Lows 42 to 51° north; 44 to 53° central; 43 to 51° 
south. Highs 78 to 87° north; 82 to 91° central; 86 to 92° south. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Soil moisture 46% short, 52% 
adequate, 2% surplus. Percent acreage prepared 95%, 94% 1993, 
93% avg. Corn planted 97%, 94% 1993, 96% avg.; silked 2%, 0% 
1993, 5% avg.; 41% fair, 59% good. Sorghum planted 44%, 40% 
1993, 47% avg.; 67% fair, 33% good. Peanuts planted 81%, 85% 
1993, 83% avg. Wheat headed 93%, 87% 1993, 97% avg.; turning 
color 49%, 40% 1993, 69% avg.; 39% fair, 53% good, 8% 
excellent. Hay first cutting 50%, 41% 1993, 41% avg. Pasture feed 
condition 45% fair, 49% good, 6% excellent. Livestock 24% fair, 
76% good. Seasonal activities: Planting corn, cotton, peanuts, 
sorghum, soybeans, vegetables. 


ALASKA: Sunny, dry conditions prevailed throughout most of 
the State last week. 

Days were available for seeding, ground preparation 7. Fieldwork 
progress ranged from on schedule to 7 days ahead of normal. Barley 
seeding was 65% complete, equal to last years progress. 
Commercial potato planting was just beginning, slightly behind the 
1993 pace. Livestock 5% poor, 10% fair, 70% good, 15% excellent. 
Topsoil 30% short, 65% adequate, 5% surplus. Subsoil 5% short, 
90% adequate, 5% surplus. 


ARIZONA: Temperatures near normal; 7° below to 3° above. 
Extremes 24°; 94° higher elevations; 42°; 106° deserts. Precipitation: 
one station received a trace. 

Cotton crop mostly planted, condition remains good; planted to 
date 99%, 98% 1993, 98% avg. Squaring 19%, 10% 1993, 15% avg. 
Weed infestations light; insect, disease infestations continue light. 
Small grains heading 100%, 100% 1993, 100% avg.; turning color 
98%, 98% 1993, 94% avg. Condition remains good to excellent. 
Alfalfa condition good. Harvest progress moderate to active. Weed 
infestations remain light to moderate; insect, disease infestations 
continue light. Citrus harvest slowing. Grapefruit, lemons, valencia 
oranges, central, western groves. Grape harvest western vineyards. 
Vegetables harvested from central areas were broccoli, cabbage, 
carrots, dry onions, green onions, kale, leeks, mixed greens, 
potatoes. Bell peppers, honeydews, watermelon available western 
areas. Iceberg lettuce, tomatoes available eastern areas. 


ARKANSAS: Temperatures a few degrees below normal with no 
precipitation most of State. Extremes 42°; 90°. Precipitation none 
to 0.21 in. 

Days were suitable for fieldwork 6. Soil moisture 8% short, 88% 
adequate, 4% surplus. Crop development ahead of schedule. Some 
flushing, flooding of rice fields. Cotton 70% emerged, 38% 1993, 
50% avg. Corn 100% planted, 84% 1993, 93% avg. Corn, sorghum 
treated for chinch bugs in several areas. Sunflowers good 
condition. Peaches, blueberries, strawberries, tomatoes, mostly 
good. Strawberry harvest ongoing. Fertilization, weed control of 
pastures ongoing. Planting of summer grasses continued. Cutting 
of hay ongoing. Alfalfa 30% fair, 70% good. Other hay 35% fair, 
58% good, 7% excellent. Pasture 10% fair, 87% good, 3% 
excellent. Livestock good condition. External parasite control 
reported on cattle in several areas. 


CALIFORNIA: Warm, dry, except cooler 16th to 19th with 
precipitation. Southern areas dry. Return to normal on 20th. 
Cool temperatures, moderate rainfall slowed progress field 
activities, crop development most areas. Central valley small grains 
lodged due to high winds, rain; some fields hail damaged. Wheat 
grain harvest began southern counties. Rice planting delayed by 
wet, windy conditions. Treatments weeds, shrimp ongoing. Initial 
cotton planting virtually complete.; replanting hampered by cool 
weather, wet soils. San Joaquin Valley fields slow germination, 
emergence; desert area fields in bloom. Corn, dry beans planted, 
sprayed weeds. Over-wintered sugarbeets harvested, treated 


mildew. Alfalfa, oats, forage mixes, sudangrass cut hay, 
greenchopped. Some windrowed alfalfa, oat hay rain damaged. 
Orchard, vineyard work full swing. Wet weather splitting cherries, 
peaches, nectarines; berries knocked off, scarred; vineyards treated 
mildew. Storms at Fresno knocked off olive bloom. Early variety 
stone fruit harvested, packed; late variety thinned. Cherry harvest 
progressed. Kiwifruit bloom virtually complete. Walnuts treated 
blight. Valencia orange harvest gained momentum. Groves treated 
powdery mildew. Avocado harvest continued, desert areas. 
Asparagus harvest declined San Joaquin County, continued Firebaugh 
District Fresno County. Broccoli harvest moderate central coast. 
Cauliflower very light central coast. Cabbage harvested Fresno 
County. Carrots packed Kern County. Celery harvested south coast. 
Cucumbers harvested good quality Tulare County. Harvest Head 
lettuce continued. Shippers leaf, Romaine lettuce San Joaquin Valley 
curtailing harvest due market conditions. Melons planted, treated 
mildew San Joaquin Valley, harvest melons Coachella Valley. 
Onions, garlic maturing Tulare County. Peppers planted central 
valley. Planting Fall potatoes Tulelake-Butte Valley underway. 
Spring potatoes harvested Kern County. Volume squash harvested 
increased Tulare County. Harvest sweet corn Riverside County full 
swing. Sweet potatoes planted Merced County. Fresh market 
tomatoes planted San Joaquin Valley, while harvested Coachella 
Valley. Processing tomatoes planted Sacramento Valley. Recent 
cool, wet weather slowed crop progress, field work. Other crops 
being harvested: Radishes, turnips, oriental vegetables. Light rains 
sustained warm season grasses. Livestock movement off lower 
elevation rangelands heavy. Field conditions, lower levels continued 
decline, upper elevation rangeland continued development. Feed and 
water supplies remain adequate. Sheep grazing dry land stubble. 
Cattle, sheep remained in good condition. 


COLORADO: A strong low pressure system caused some very 
strong winds across the State. Strong storms that developed dropped 
hail, rain, some strong wind gusts. Rainfall was heaviest in the 
Arkansas, Kansas River Basins. Despite the storm activity, it was a 
very warm week with temperatures 5 to 11° above normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Soil moisture 5% very short, 29% 
short, 60% adequate, 6% surplus. Alfalfa first cutting 4% complete, 
2% 1993, 6% avg. Spring barley 92% emerged, 88% 1993, 83% avg.; 
3% poor, 16% fair, 54% good, 27% excellent. Dry beans 6% planted, 
9% 1993, 8% avg. Oats 90% seeded, 85% 1993, 93% avg.; 81% 
emerged, 68% 1993, 77% avg. Oat 3% poor, 27% fair, 59% good, 
11% excellent. Dry onion 2% very poor, 5% poor, 7% fair, 61% 
good, 25% excellent. Sugarbeets 7% thinned, 4% 1993, 8% avg.; 2% 
very poor, 5% poor, 33% fair, 54% good, 6% excellent. Corn 54% 
emerged, 59% 1993, 50% avg. Summer potatoes planting complete, 
92% 1993, 87% avg.; 86% emerged, 73% 1993, 63% avg. Summer 
potatoes 3% poor, 11% fair, 67% good, 19% excellent. Fall potatoes 
88% planted, 82% 1993, 76% avg.; 5% emerged, 0% 1993, 0% avg. 
Spring wheat 97% planted, 91% 1993, 89% avg.; 81% emerged, 60% 
1993, 65% avg. Spring wheat 3% poor, 16% fair, 53% good, 28% 
excellent. Winter wheat 92% jointed, 86% 1993, 85% avg. High 
winds, warm temperatures depleted soil moisture delaying progress 
of some crops. Livestock good to excellent. Pasture, range feed 
condition good to excellent. 


FLORIDA: Temperatures 7° below normal to 2° above normal. 
Highs low to mid 90s. Lows mid 40s to mid 60s. Rain on 0 to 4 
days. Rainfall none to locally over 2.00 in. 

Soil moisture short to adequate Panhandle, north Peninsula, central 
Peninsula mostly short, scattered adequate areas, southern Peninsula 
adequate. Winter wheat harvest active. Soybean planting active. Dry 
soil delaying completion of peanut, cotton planting. Some cotton 
planted in dry soil. Some dryland crops drought stressed. Corn, 
sugarcane making good progress. Hay cutting active. Rain most 
areas of citrus belt. East Coast, lower interior larger amounts, other 
areas in half inch range. New crop fruit progressing well. Some new 
foliage hit with leaf miner. Valencia harvest slowing, grapefruit 
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movement about over for this season. Caretakers cutting cover 
crops, fertilizing, spraying, completing hedging for the year. 
Vegetable crops condition good most areas, some west central in 
fair to good condition. Season complete for almost all crops south. 
Harvest increasing north, north central. Leading vegetable 
shipments were: Watermelons, potatoes, tomatoes, sweet corn, 
peppers. Also available: Snap beans, blueberries, cabbage, carrots, 
celery, cucumbers, eggplant, escarole, okra, parsley, radishes, 
squash, cherry tomatoes. Pasture feed 15% poor, 45% fair, 35% 
good, 5% excellent. Cattle herds fair to good. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures 4 to 8° below normal. Highs 80° 
mountains to upper 80s central, lower 90s south. Coolest lows 
upper 30s mountains to mid 40s central, near 50° extreme south. 
Rain on 1 day in some areas, other areas no rainfall. Rain central 
sections, 0.33 in. or less. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Soil moisture 9% very short, 62% 
short, 29% adequate. Corn 14% silked, 0% 1993, 3% avg. Some 
cotton being replanted due to poor stands; rain needed. Sorghum 
5% poor, 21% fair, 74% good; 73% planted, 51% 1993, 47% avg. 
Peanuts 12% fair, 85% good, 3% excellent; 94% planted, 92% 1993, 
83% avg.; spraying fungicides, herbicides. Soybeans 14% fair, 86% 
good. Tobacco 34% fair, 66% good. Other small grains 18% fair, 
76% good, 6% excellent. Onions 12% poor, 88% good; 90% 
harvested, 80% 1993, 89% avg. Watermelons 17% fair, 83% good; 
99% planted, 99% 1993, 98% avg.; scattered disease problems. 
Other vegetables 10% fair, 87% good, 3% excellent; cabbage 
harvest, insect control south. Apples 17% very poor, 1% fair, 82% 
good. Peaches 9% fair, 90% good, 1% excellent; 34% harvested, 
2% 1993, 11% avg. Hay 19% fair, 78% good, 3% excellent; near 
perfect hay weather, haying very active. Pasture 4% poor, 18% fair, 
74% good, 4% excellent. Cattle, hogs good. Activities: Harvesting 
hay, planting cotton, peanuts, mowing pasture weeds, cultivating 
corn, peanuts, cotton. Spraying peanuts, irrigating crops. Routine 
care of livestock, poultry. 


HAWAII: Weather variable throughout the State. Shower 
activity generally morning, evening hours. Hot, humid many areas 
during days. Temperatures mid 60s to upper 80s. Winds light to 
moderate at 10 to 25 mph. Rainfall none to 2.20. 

Weather favorable for crop progress. Drier conditions necessitated 
increased irrigation. Regular spray programs kept insects, diseases 
under control. Sugar harvesting active all islands. Watermelon 
harvesting heavy in anticipation of Memorial Day weekend. 


IDAHO: Temperatures 5° above to 4° below normal. Nearly all 
stations had below normal temperatures. Precipitation 0.66 to 1.93 
in. north, 0.35 to 1.28 in. southwest, 0.17 to 0.55 in. south-central, 
0.11 to 1.10 in. east. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4. Soil moisture 1% very short, 21% 
short, 77% adequate. Potatoes planted 88%, 64% 1993, 78% avg.; 
emerged 32%, 6% 1993, 15% avg. Spring barley emerged 92%, 
56% 1993, 76% avg. Oats planted 94%, 67% 1993, 86% avg.; 
emerged 84%, 37% 1993, 66% avg. Sugarbeets emerged 98%, 67% 
1993, 90% avg.; thinned 39%, 0% 1993, 20% avg. Field corn 
planted 85%, 62% 1993, 73% avg. Field corn emerged 46%, 21% 
1993, 31% avg. Dry beans planted 11%, 4% 1993, 11% avg. Dry 
edible peas planted 98%, 57% 1993, 90% avg.; emerged 94%, 23% 
1993, 70% avg. Alfalfa hay harvested 1st cutting 5%, 3% 1993, 5% 
avg. Irrigation water supplies 2% very poor, 5% poor, 26% fair, 
61% good, 6% excellent. Hay, roughage supplies 5% short, 88% 
adequate, 7% surplus. Activities: Planting potatoes, dry beans, corn, 
thinning sugarbeets, cutting alfalfa, moving cattle. 


ILLINOIS: _ Slightly below normal temperatures occurred with 
almost no rainfall. Temperatures within 2° of normal north, 2 to 4° 
below normal south. Highs 70° northeast to 80° south with average 
lows near 40° northwest to the low 50s south. Precipitation 0.04 in. 
was at Chicago Botanical Gardens. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.50. Soil moisture 19% short, 64% 
adequate, 17% surplus. Corn average height 2 in., 1 in. 1993, 3 in. 
avg. Average height most advanced 5 in., 3 in. 1993, 6 in. avg. 
Winter wheat filled 7%, 3% 1993, 18% avg. Oats headed 6%, less 
than 1% 1993, 6% avg. Alfalfa hay first cutting 23%, 10% 1993, 
17% avg. Red Clover hay cut 14%, 3% 1993, 9% avg. Pasture feed 
94% normal. Oats 21% fair, 76% good, 3% excellent. Alfalfa 15% 


fair, 76% good, 9% excellent. Red clover 11% fair, 80% good, 9% 
excellent. Weather conditions dried soils, allowed significant 
fieldwork statewide. Wettest area in the southeast was planting in full 
swing by week’s end. Dry topsoil concerns farmers in the north, in 
need of rain to help with germination, chemical activation. 
Replanting of poor corn stands, spraying for cutworms were being 
done on a limited number of acres. 


INDIANA: High temperatures 70s, which was 4° above normal in 
the north, west-central, 1 to 5° below normal in the south, east- 
central. Lows 40s to around 50°, which was 3 to 8° below normal. 
No precipitation was observed at the reporting stations across State. 
Another good week for planting across the State. Pastures remain 
in good to excellent condition. Pastures feed 94% of normal, 93% 
last week. Topsoil 26% short, 65% adequate, 9% surplus. Subsoil 4% 
short, 81% adequate, 15% surplus. Oats headed 3%, 24% avg. 
Alfalfa 1st cutting 24%, 10% avg. Tobacco set 13%, 15% avg. 


IOWA: Temperatures 3 to 10° above normal. Extremes 39°; 89°. 
Rainfall none in most areas; up to 0.64 in. central, average 0.03 in., 
normal 0.92 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 73% short, 27% adequate. 
Subsoil 5% short, 89% adequate, 6% surplus. Corn replanted 2%; 
emerged 86%, 20% 1993, 53% avg. Soybeans emerged 28%, 2% 
1993, 1% avg. Alfalfa hay 1st crop harvested 1%, 0% 1993, 2% avg. 
Winter wheat 25% fair, 67% good, 8% excellent. Pasture feed 5% 
poor, 32% fair, 56% good, 7% excellent. Oats 2% poor, 19% fair, 
68% good, 11% excellent. Hay 6% poor, 27% fair, 59% good, 7% 
excellent. Corn 24% fair, 66% good, 10% excellent. Livestock are 
reported in good condition, farmers are discouraged by the drop in fed 
cattle prices. Dry topsoil is causing problems with the effectiveness 
of the herbicide treatments, as well as slowing down the germination 
of newly-planted crops. 


KANSAS: Temperatures 6 to 10° above normal in the western 
districts. All other districts 3 to 5° above normal. Precipitation 
mostly light. Rainfall less than 0.50 in. all but the north-central and 
northeast districts. North-central received 0.63 in., northeast 1.28 in. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Topsoil moisture 34% short to very 
short, 63% adequate, 3% surplus. Subsurface moisture 9% short to 
very short, 82% adequate, 9% surplus. Wheat in the southern areas of 
the State is beginning to turn color. Nearly all of the wheat acreage 
is headed. Barley yellow dwarf reached moderate to severe levels in 
the southern quadrant the State. Wheat streak mosaic is present in the 
central, western districts. Other foliar disease infestations remain 
light but are present is many areas of the State. Russian wheat aphid 
are reported in the western districts. Favorable weather allowed good 
planting progress. Corn planting is nearing completion. Sorghum, 
soybean planting is in full swing statewide. Pastures are in good 
condition in all districts except the southwest where they are fair. 


KENTUCKY: Cool, dry weather. Highs lower to mid 70s, lows 
mid to upper 40s. Temperatures 5 to 10° below normal. Most areas 
received no rainfall. Deficits about 1.00 in. 

Days suitable fieldwork 4.9. Soil moisture 1% very short, 6% short, 
86% adequate, 7% surplus. Corn planting made rapid progress, 62% 
planted acres emerged. Soybean planting increased as corn planting 
finished. Burley tobacco 18% set, 16% 1993, 23% avg. Dark tobacco 
25% set. Condition tobacco plants in beds 3% poor, 45% fair, 46% 
good, 6% excellent. Winter wheat 13% fair, 70% good, 17 percent 
excellent. Minimal disease, insect problems. Ideal hay curing weather, 
baling active. Pastures mostly good to excellent. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 0.5° to 2.4° below normal. Extremes 
49°; 91°. Rainfall 0.06 in. north-central to 1.56 in. central. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.6. Soil moisture 4% short, 60% 
adequate, 36% surplus. Corn 21% fair, 63% good, 16% excellent; 5% 
silked, 1% 1993, 4% avg. Corn growth was excellent, some fields 
were tasseling. Cotton 94% emerged, 77% 1993, 74% avg. Planting 
wound down. Hay 41% first cutting, 41% 1993, 31% avg. Peaches 
15% harvested, 1% 1993, 3% avg. Early harvest active. Sorghum 
9% poor, 57% fair, 34% good; 68% emerged, 63% 1993, 69% avg. 
Planting active by weekend. Soybeans 20% emerged, 24% 1993, 21% 
avg. Spring plowing 97% plowed, 92% 1993, 91% avg. Sweet 
potatoes 9% planted, 26% 1993, 21% avg. Planting active. Sugar- 
cane 2% poor, 33% fair, 65% good. Fertilization, lay by active. 
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Wheat 2% poor, 61% fair, 37% good; 100% headed, 100% 1993, 
100% avg.; 91% turning color, 79% 1993, 89% avg.; 5% harvested, 
19% 1993, 22% avg. Livestock 3% poor, 35% fair, 62% good, 5% 
excellent. Pasture feed 1% poor, 4% fair, 91% good, 4% excellent. 
Pastures looked good. Vegetables 25% fair, 70% good, 5% 
excellent. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: MARYLAND: Rainfall 0.44 in., 
normal 0.83 in. Temperature 58.2°, normal 62.3°. Extremes 29°; 87°. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 5.3. Topsoil 24% short, 66% adequate, 
10% surplus. Subsoil 95% adequate, 5% surplus. Pasture excellent. 
Small grain fair to good. Winter wheat 74% headed, 73% 1993, 
79% avg. Barley 32% turned, 26% 1993, 32% avg. Rye 86% 
headed, 87% 1993, 96% avg. Corn grain 84% planted, 79% 1993, 
76% avg. Soybeans 15% planted, 12% 1993, 15% avg. Sorghum 
13% planted, 23% 1993, 14% avg. Tobacco 14% transplanted, 11% 
1993, 25% avg. Sweet corn 64% planted, 68% 1993, 61% avg. 
Watermelons 72% planted, 56% 1993, 72% avg. Cantaloupes 75% 
planted, 69% 1993, 71% avg. Tomatoes 81% planted, 68% 1993, 
75% avg. Other hay 19% first cut, 14% 1993, 16% avg. Alfalfa hay 
36% first cut, 27% 1993, 31% avg. Strawberries 14% harvested, 8% 
1993, 12% avg. 
DELAWARE: Precipitation 0.75 in., normal 0.78 in. Temperature 
58.7°, normal 63.3°. Extremes 38°; 83°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.1. Topsoil 83% adequate, 17% 
surplus. Subsoil 100% adequate. Pasture excellent. Small grain 
fair. Wheat 67% headed, 56% 1993, 80% avg. Barley 0% turned, 
26% 1993, 39% avg. Rye 91% headed, 79% 1993, 94% avg. Corn 
grain 92% planted, 77% 1993, 86% avg. Soybeans 6% planted, 
14% 1993, 11% avg. Sorghum 27% planted, 13% 1993, 15% avg. 
Sweet corn 73% planted, 76% 1993, 68% avg. Watermelons 54% 
planted, 62% 1993, 64% avg. Cantaloupes 42% planted, 59% 1993, 
58% avg. Tomatoes 43% planted, 63% 1993, 55% avg. Other hay 
41% first cut, 36% 1993, 36% avg. Alfalfa hay 31% first cut, 20% 
1993, 30% avg. Strawberries 97% bloomed, 85% 1993, 97% avg.; 
14% harvested, 6% 1993, 9% avg. 


MICHIGAN: Extremes 30°; 90°. Precipitation none to 0.46 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 35% short, 65% 
adequate. Oats 98% planted, 85% 1993, 95% avg. Barley 90% 
planted, 90% 1993, 95% avg. Potatoes 65% planted, 65% 1993, 
70% avg. Sugarbeets 100% planted, 96% 1993, 99% avg. Pasture 
feed 85% of normal. Activities: pruning, spraying fruit trees, 
spreading fertilizer, manure, tilling, planting, spraying field crops. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 8 to 12° above normal. Extremes 
35°; 92°. Precipitation 0.50 to 0.80 in. below normal for the State. 
Greatest weekly total 1.45 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.1. Topsoil 2% very short, 18% 
short, 74% adequate, 6% surplus. Corn 99% land prepared, 73% 
1993, 87% avg.; 96% planted, 63% 1993, 80% avg.; 57% emerged, 
24% 1993, 42% avg. Soybeans 85% land prepared, 37% 1993, 
66% avg.; 76% planted, 24% 1993, 47% avg.; 15% emerged, 5% 
1993, 10% avg. Spring wheat 97% planted, 99% 1993, 96% avg.; 
61% emerged, 84% 1993, 87% avg.; 3% jointing, 6% 1993, 5% avg. 
Oats 88% emerged, 76% 1993, 84% avg.; 11% jointing, 6% 1993, 
6% avg. Barley 95% planted 97% 1993, 96% avg.; 61% emerged, 
84% 1993, 82% avg.; 3% jointing, 3% 1993, 4% avg. Sugarbeets 
99% planted, 99% 1993, 97% avg. Potatoes 75% planted, 79% 
1993, 71% avg. Green peas 95% planted, 58% 1993, 74% avg. 
Sweet corn 81% planted, 30% 1993, 49% avg. Dry beans 54% 
planted, 38% 1993, 49% avg. Flax 54% planted, 70% 1993, 60% 
avg. Sunflowers 47% planted, 74% 1993, 58% avg. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures 1.7° below normal. Extremes 44°; 
91°. Soil temperature 77°. Rainfall 0.19 in. average, 0.98 in. below 
normal. Cool temperatures dominated the evenings, while 
precipitation was minimal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Soil moisture 27% short, 65% 
adequate, 8% surplus. Corn 98% planted, 80% 1993, 86% avg.; 
97% emerged, 67% 1993, 79% avg.; 7% fair, 80% good, 13% 
excellent. Cotton 98% planted, 67% 1993, 74% avg.; 91% 
emerged, 42% 1993, 59% avg.; 5% poor, 43% fair, 46% good, 6% 
excellent. Rice 100% planted, 55% 1993, 73% avg.; 98% emerged, 
35% 1993, 58% avg.; 27% fair, 49% good, 24% excellent. 
Sorghum 77% planted, 59% 1993, 66% avg.; 66% emerged, 44% 


1993, 59% avg.; 38% fair, 46% good, 16% excellent. Soybeans 67% 
planted, 10% 1993, 17% avg.; 52% emerged, 6% 1993, 13% avg.; 
13% fair, 65% good, 22% excellent. Wheat 100% heading, 97% 
1993, 99% avg.; 32% mature, 18% 1993, 38% avg.; 2% poor, 23% 
fair, 71% good, 4% excellent. Hay 30% harvested, 21% 1993, 22% 
avg. Peanuts 90% planted, 34% 1993, 50% avg. Sweet potatoes 12% 
planted, 19% 1993, 31% avg.; 5% fair, 95% good. Watermelons 92% 
planted, 81% 1993, 86% avg.; 18% fair, 76% good, 6% excellent. 
Livestock 10% fair, 74% good, 16% excellent. Pasture 86% of 
normal. Activities: completing planting of crops, cultivation, weed 
control, insect control. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures about normal, 2° below normal south- 
east to 3° above normal northeast. Virtually no rainfall across State. 
Days suitable for fieldwork 5.7. Topsoil 7% short, 80% adequate, 
13% surplus. Corn plantings vary 64% east-central to 100% southeast. 
Wheat headed 38% northeast to 100% southwest, southeast. Alfalfa 
hay cut 27%, 7% 1993, 22% avg. Other hay cut 13%, 4% 1993, 7% 
avg. Pastures feed 2% poor, 22% fair, 64% good, 12% excellent. 


MONTANA: _ Temperatures slightly below normal west, central, 
slightly above average south, east. Precipitation all areas. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 3.0. Topsoil 20% short, 73% adequate, 
7% surplus. Subsoil 22% short, 74% adequate, 4% surplus. Barley 
89% planted, 80% 1993, 84% avg.; 63% emerged, 35% 1993, 49% 
avg.; 1% poor, 15% fair, 58% good, 26% excellent. Oats 87% 
planted, 82% 1993, 82% avg.; 50% emerged, 41% 1993, 43% avg.; 
1% poor, 21% fair, 63% good, 15% excellent. Sugarbeets 100% 
planted, 94% 1993, 98% avg.; 85% emerged, 63% 1993, N/A avg.; 
2% poor, 19% fair, 68% good, 11% excellent. Corn 82% planted, 
58% 1993, 54% avg.; 43% emerged, 12% 1993, N/A avg. Dry beans 
68% planted, 62% 1993, 40% avg.; 24% emerged, 10% 1993, N/A 
avg. Potatoes 72% planted, 14% 1993, 29% avg.; 11% emerged, 2% 
1993, N/A avg. Cattle, calves moved to summer pastures, 58%; 
sheep, lambs, 52%. Pasture, range feed 100% of normal. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 6 to 13° above normal. Precipitation 
occurred in trace amounts across the State except in the northwest 
with up to 0.28 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Topsoil 67% short, 33% adequate. 
Subsoil 7% short, 91% adequate, 2% surplus. Wheat 5% poor, 41% 
fair, 51% good, 3% excellent; 20% headed, 6% 1993, 34% avg. Corn 
100% planted, 70% 1993, 88% avg.; 69% emerged, 29% 1993, 57% 
avg. Soybeans 71% planted, 14% 1993, 37% avg.; 21% emerged, 1% 
1993, 12% avg. Sorghum 50% planted, 9% 1993, 30% avg. Dry 
beans 2% planted. Alfalfa 2% poor, 34% fair, 57% good, 7% 
excellent; some early harvest of first cutting. Wild hay 1% poor, 50% 
fair, 47% good, 2% excellent. Pasture, range 94% of normal. 


NEVADA: A low pressure system from the Gulf of Alaska brought 
moist, windy conditions to the north, central parts of the State. 
Precipitation in the north, central areas 0.33 to 0.50 in. Temperatures 
4 to 6° below normal statewide. Extremes 21°; 104°. 

Surface irrigation water supplies remain short. Field crops generally 
fair to good condition. First cutting alfalfa hay starting some central 
areas, second cutting underway extreme south. Livestock movement 
to summer ranges continues. 


NEW ENGLAND: Precipitation none to 2.20 in. regionwide. 
Temperatures 50 to 56° north; 49 to 56° south, Maximum 
temperatures 65 to 86°; 51 to 82° south. Minimum temperatures 26 to 
38° north; 33 to 45° south. 

Maine potatoes 40% planted, 20% 1993, 45% avg.; fair to poor: too 
cold,wet. Oats 50% planted, 70% 1993, 70% avg.; fair. Field corn 
35% planted, 45% 1993, 40% avg.; good. Sweet corn 50% planted, 
45% 1993, 50% avg.; good. Apples at early to full bloom stage. 
Cranberries at bud stage. Peaches, pears at full bloom stage. Major 
farm activities: Plowing fields, planting field crops. Planting warmer 
season crops: Tomatoes, peppers, eggplants. Applying oil sprays to 
orchards. Harvesting rhubarb, asparagus. Spreading manure, fertilizer. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures much below normal. Extremes 34°; 
86°. Rainfall 0.62 in. north, 0.87 in. central, 0.56 in. south. Heaviest 
24-hour total 0.82 in. on 16th, 17th. Estimated soil moisture, in 
percent field capacity, averaged 94% north, 94% central, 61% south. 
Four-inch soil temperatures 60° north, 61° central, 62° south. 
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Days suitable for fieldwork 3 to 4. Soil moisture adequate in most 
areas. Temperatures cool, slowed growth in parts of central area. 
Planting of spring vegetables, transplanting of tomatoes as weather 
permitted. Harvesting of greens, asparagus, strawberries. Apples 
in petal fall stage in parts of northern areas. Planting of field corn, 
soybeans active. Pasture conditions normal. 


NEW MEXICO: Temperatures about 2° above normal, a few 
anomalies as great as plus 5 to 6° north. Extremes 21° Gallup on 
21st; 93° Carlsbad, Las Cruces on 17th. As is typical for this time 
of year precipitation favored the eastern half. Heavy rainfall sent 
the Rio Hondo out of its banks. Greatest reported rainfall 2.62 in 
at Roy, 2.50 in. at Roswell, but the new Doppler radar indicated 
some totals of over 4.00 in. between Roswell, Ruidoso. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Soil moisture 50% short, 40% 
adequate, 10% surplus. Hail damage reported was light to moderate 
across the State, wind damage reported was light, both affecting 
chile, alfalfa, cotton, corn. Cropland conditions: Alfalfa 7% poor, 
31% fair, 55% good, 7% excellent. Irrigated wheat 40% fair, 47% 
good, 13% excellent. Dryland wheat 75% poor, 25% fair. Wheat 
crop 68% headed. Chile 23% fair, 77% good. Onions fair to 
excellent, lettuce good to excellent. Corn, sorghum planting 
continued with corn reported at 84% planted, sorghum at 13%. 
Cattle, sheep poor to good with an average 88% in the fair to good 
range. Range feed condition 61% of normal. 


NEW YORK: Temperatures well below normal. Highs only in 
50s to low 60s. Warming trend began on 20th. Readings maxed out 
in upper 80s on 22nd. Precipitation about normal with 0.25 in. to 
0.50 in. rainfall. Most fell 15th to 17th. Extremes 30°; 81°. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.5. Soil moisture mostly adequate to 
surplus. Corn 33% planted, 55% 1993, 43% avg. Oats 71% seeded, 
69% 1993, 78% avg. Pasture feed 91% of normal. Hay, wheat in 
mostly good condition. Some apple bud damage evident in Lake 
Ontario fruit region as a result of severe winter. Spraying difficult 
due to windy conditions. Pears show good bloom, 50% reached 
petal fall stage. Frost damage to sweet cherries. Cool windy 
conditions not conducive to good pollination for tart cherries. 
Apples range from starting to bloom in northern areas to full bloom 
in southern areas. Onion planting finished in Orange County. 
Some fields replanted due to wind damage. Snap bean planting 
underway. Cabbage planting continued. Sweet corn planting 
passed the half-way mark. Strawberries in bud, flower stage. 
Protection from frost needed in some areas. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 11° below normal to near 
normal. Rainfall 1.64 in. at Lake Toxaway to no precipitation at 
several locations. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Soil moisture 7% very short, 51% 
short, 42% adequate. Crop conditions: Wheat 21% fair, 75% good, 
4% excellent; oats 30% fair, 66% good, 4% excellent; barley 27% 
fair, 70% good, 3% excellent; rye 18% fair, 80% good, 2% 
excellent; pasture 44% fair, 56% good; field tobacco 28% fair, 68% 
good, 4% excellent; corn 20% fair, 80% good; cotton 15% poor, 
33% fair, 52% good; hay 49% fair, 49% good, 2% excellent; 
peaches 10% fair, 85% good, 5% excellent; truck crops 21% fair, 
79% good; hay, roughage supplies 2% very short, 21% short,77% 
adequate; Corn planted 98%, 97% 1993, 92% avg.; cotton planted 
93%, 90% 1993, 80% avg.; peanuts planted 89%, 85% 1993, 70% 
avg.; sorghum planted 35%, 50% 1993, 42% avg.; soybeans planted 
34%, 30% 1993, 27% avg.; flue-cured tobacco transplanted 95%, 
90% 1993, 89% avg.; burley tobacco transplanted 15%, 9% 1993, 
21% avg.; sweet potatoes 30%, 28% 1993, 29% avg.; Activities: 
Transplanting tobacco; planting corn, soybeans, cotton; cutting hay, 
preparing land for planting. Other activities included: Planting 
peanuts, truck crops; transplanting sweetpotatoes; tending livestock. 


NORTH DAKOTA: Warm with numerous showers, thunderstorms. 
Precipitation 0.18 in. southeast to 2.24 in. north-central. 
Temperatures 5° above normal northwest to 12° above normal 
southeast. Extremes 29° west central; 95° west central, northwest. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Soil moisture above average. 
Topsoil 18% short, 71% adequate, 11% surplus. Subsoil 4% short, 
86% adequate, 10% surplus. Small grain planting behind last year, 
average. Crop condition: Hard red spring wheat 1% poor, 14% fair, 
70% good, 15% excellent; durum wheat 1%, 16%, 64%, 19%; 


barley 1%, 11%, 70%, 18%; oats 1%, 15%, 68%, 16%; winter wheat 
1%, 21%, 68%, 10%. Hard red spring wheat 88% planted, 57% 
emerged and beyond; 96%, 71% 1993; 94%, 72% avg.; durum wheat 
78% planted, 36% emerged and beyond; 90%, 52% 1993; 87%, 53% 
avg.; barley 91% planted, 62% emerged and beyond; 97%, 73% 1993; 
95%, 74% avg.; oats 87% planted, 57% emerged and beyond; 94%, 
68% 1993; 92%, 68% avg. Winter wheat 77% stooling or earlier, 23% 
jointing and beyond; 56%, 44% avg. Sugarbeets 99% planted, 99% 
1993, 99% avg.; corn 67% planted, 70% 1993, 70% avg.; flax 45% 
planted, 62% 1993, 53% avg.; potatoes 73% planted, 76% 1993, 65% 
avg.; soybeans 61% planted, 70% 1993, 55% avg.; dry beans 38% 
planted, 38% 1993, 35% avg.; sunflower 40% planted, 29% 1993, 
27% avg. Spraying of broadleaf weeds 4% complete, wild oats 9%. 
Roughage requirements furnished by pastures 84%; pastures 95% of 
normal. Stockwater supplies 1% short, 87% adequate, 12% surplus. 


OHIO: Cool dry week for State before turning summer-like over 
the weekend. High pressure was the prevailing weather system. 
Temperatures 1 to 7° cooler than normal. Highs were in the mid 60s 
to low 70s. Lows were in the 40s. A few clear cool nights dropped 
temperatures in the 30s with scattered light frost in some northern, 
northeastern locales. Strong sunshine boosted highs into the 80s 
22nd. Precipitation was scant with most areas staying dry. What rain 
did fall was 0.25 in. or less. Weather gave southern areas an extended 
chance to dry out. Four-inch bare soil temperatures averaged in the 
mid 60s to low 70s for maximums, mid 50s for minimums in most 
areas. Soils in northeast areas were cooler. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.5. Soil moisture 19% short, 71% 
adequate, 10% surplus. Most crops are ahead of their five year 
planting date averages. Winter wheat mostly good to excellent. Corn 
planted 94%, 84% 1993, 75% avg.; emerged 58%. Soybeans planted 
76%, 55% 1993, 46% avg.; emerged 22%. Pasture 4% poor, 28% 
fair, 56% good, 12% very good. Hay condition mostly good. 


OKLAHOMA: Temperatures 3° below normal southeast to 6° above 
normal Panhandle. Precipitation none most of State, traces in south- 
central, southeast districts. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.0. Topsoil 17% short, 77% adequate, 
6% surplus. Subsoil 14% short, 86% adequate. Oats 75% headed, 
51% 1993, 80% avg.; 21% soft dough, 7% 1993, 35% avg. Barley 
69% headed, 62% 1993, 73% avg.; 10% soft dough, 14% 1993, 28% 
avg. Corn 14% fair, 86% good; 100% planted, 98% 1993, 94% avg.; 
97% up to stand, 85% 1993, 85% avg. Soybeans 88% seedbed pre- 
pared, 51% 1993, 82% avg.; 46% planted, 20% 1993, 30% avg.; 22% 
up to stand, 12% 1993, 10% avg. Peanuts 87% seedbed prepared, 
81% 1993, 86% avg.; 40% planted, 19% 1993, 33% avg.; 11% up to 
stand, 3% 1993, 8% avg. Pasture 95% normal. Feeders steady to 
$1.00 lower steers, $1.00 higher for heifers, calves steady. 


OREGON: Temperatures Willamette Valley, coast 1° above 
normal, southwestern valleys up to 14° below normal, elsewhere 3 to 
9° below normal. Precipitation: significant rainfall statewide, 
heaviest north-central sections 1.40 in. 

Soil moisture 31% short, 68% adequate, 1% surplus. Winter wheat 
2% very poor, 10% poor, 35% fair, 42% good, 11% excellent; 60% 
headed. Barley 81% planted. Eastern areas sugarbeet planting 
complete, precipitation saved grain crops for the present. Western 
areas: Grass seed crops heading month ahead of schedule, much hay 
damaged by recent rains. High winds damaged sugarbeet, onion 
crops; Malheur County. Potato planting complete, Klamath Basin. 
Columbia Basin of Oregon: Potatoes emerged, watermelon planting 
underway. Willamette Valley: Vegetable planting continued, early 
strawberry harvest underway, Marionberries full bloom, other cane- 
berries good set, apple thinning underway, Italian plum crop heavy. 
Medford district codling moth sprays continued on pears. Milton- 
Freewater district maintained normal spray schedule on fruit crops. 
Stevens cranberries early bloom, southern coast. Livestock good to 
excellent. Range, pasture 87% of normal. Eastern ranges remained 
dry but aided by weeks rains, western pastures near normal. Cattle 
turn out on early public lands continued. Stockwater shortage 
emerged, southeastern areas. Cattle movement from California into 
Klamath Basin continued. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Slightly above normal temperatures. Most of 
the precipitation fell early in week. Temperature 58°, 1° above 
normal. Extremes 29°; 83°. Precipitation 0.46 in., 0.36 in. below normal. 
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Days suitable for fieldwork 4. Soil moisture 2% short, 77% 
adequate, 21% surplus. Plowing 83% complete, 80% 1993, 85% 
avg. Corn 55% planted, 59% 1993, 53% avg. Soybeans 34% 
planted, 26% 1993, 20% avg. Oats 93% planted, 87% 1993, 91% 
avg. Potatoes 68% planted, 69% 1993, 69% avg. Barley 70% boot, 
69% 1993, 73% avg.; 50% heading or headed, 53% 1993, 53% avg. 
Wheat 50% boot, 53% 1993, 59% avg.; 10% heading or headed, 
12% 1993, 20% avg. Wheat 3% very poor, 4% poor, 28% fair, 45% 
good, 20% excellent. Oats 3% very poor, 3% poor, 27% fair, 49% 
good, 18% excellent. Hay stands mostly fair to good. Alfalfa first 
cutting 5% complete, 5% 1993, 9% avg. Feed from pastures good 
to excellent. Cherries 100% pink, 100% 1993, 96% avg.; 90% full 
bloom or past, 98% 1993, 91% avg. Apples 98% pink, 96% 1993, 
93% avg.; 91% full bloom or past, 90% 1993, 83% avg. Activities: 
Plowing; planting oats, corn, soybeans; preparing hay equipment; 
hauling manure; caring for livestock. 


PUERTO RICO: Average rainfall of 1.19 in. was 0.34 in. below 
normal. Highest total rainfall 6.41 in. at San Sebastian 2NW, 5.67 
in. at Coloso, 3.92 in. at Arecibo Ionos. Obs. Island temperatures 
80 to 81° on the coasts, 74 to 75° interior with mean station 
temperatures 62.9 to 83.1°. Extremes 57°; 95°. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 4 to 6° below normal for the 
week. Average rainfall 0.20 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.5. Soil moisture 28% very short, 
65% short, 7% adequate. Tobacco fair to good; corn fair to good. 
Cotton fair to good; 95% planted, 91% 1993, 82% avg. Canta- 
loupes fair to good; 94% planted, 89% 1993, 86% avg. Water- 
melons fair to good; 96% planted, 90% 1993, 90% avg. Cucumbers 
fair to good; 95% planted, 88% 1993, 89% avg. Snapbeans fair to 
good; 86% planted, 79% 1993, 77% avg. Tomatoes good. Oats fair 
to good; 84% turning color, 57% 1993, 69% avg.; 11% harvested, 
0% 1993, 4% avg. Rye fair to good; 78% turning color, 59% 1993, 
68% avg.; 5% harvested, 0% 1993, 4% avg. Wheat fair to good; 
88% turning color, 43% 1993, 67% avg.; 2% harvested, 0% 1993, 
4% avg. Peanuts fair to good; 91% planted, 83% 1993, 81% avg. 
Sorghum 24% planted, 37% 1993, 29% avg. Pastures fair to good. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 8 to 17° above normal. 
Extremes 31°; 91°. Slow-moving front late in week brought 
widespread rain to central, western areas. Heaviest 1.66 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 2% very short, 33% 
short, 56% adequate, 9% surplus. Subsoil 1% very short, 11% 
short, 62% adequate, 26% surplus. Winter wheat 31% boot, 27% 
1993, 41% avg.; 2% headed, none 1993, 4% avg. Winter rye 15% 
fair, 83% good, 2% excellent; 38% boot, 34% 1993, 41% avg.; 7% 
headed, 1% 1993, 9% avg. Barley 2% very poor, 23% fair, 64% 
good, 11% excellent; 97% planted, 93% 1993, 99% avg.; 88% 
emerged, 79% 1993, 91% avg. Oats 98% planted, 91% 1993, 98% 
avg.; 89% emerged, 80% 1993, 91% avg. Flax 41% planted, 53% 
1993, 67% avg.; 28% emerged, 52% 1993, 47% avg. Sunflower 
21% planted, 13% 1993, 14% avg. Livestock 6% fair, 79% good, 
15% excellent. Calving 92% complete, lambing 93%. Feed supply 
1% very short, 90% adequate, 9% surplus. Pastures 92% of normal, 
73% cattle moved to pastures. Water supply 75% adequate, 25% 
surplus. Cattle being vaccinated, branded. Herbicides applied. 


TENNESSEE: Temperatures below normal with the exception of 
the west where they were normal. Mercury dropped to 40° at 
Bristol on 20th for the coolest reading. Warmest reading was at 
Memphis where it was 86° on 22nd. There was no rainfall. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.2. Soil moisture 8% short, 89% 
adequate, 3% surplus. Corn 88% planted, 90% 1993, 82% avg.; 
4% poor, 24% fair, 72% good. Cotton 91% planted, 77% 1993, 
72% avg.; 5% poor, 15% fair, 80% good. Sorghum 30% planted, 
33% 1993, 43% avg. Soybeans 13% planted, 11% 1993, 14% avg. 
Tobacco 41% transplanted, 33% 1993, 39% avg. Wheat 22% 
turning color, 9% 1993, 27% avg.; 28% fair, 65% good, 7% 
excellent. Alfalfa 66% first cut., 49% 1993, 53% avg.; 2% poor, 
22% fair, 72% good, 4% excellent. Other hay, 2% poor, 20% fair, 
72% good, 6% excellent. Pastures, 1% poor, 13% fair, 81% good, 
5% excellent. Cattle, 11% fair, 85% good, 4% excellent. 


TEXAS: Large ridge of high pressure maintained fair, cool and 
dry conditions across most of Texas last week. Eight of ten climate 


areas reported below-normal mean temperatures. High Plains +3°, 
Trans Pecos +1° were the areas reporting above normal temperatures. 
Other departures -1 to -3°. Similar to temperature, precipitation was 
below normal, except for Trans Pecos, which reported a departure of 
+0.10 in. Remaining areas departures were between -0.23 to -0.93 in. 
Low Rolling Plains, Lower Rio Grande Valley recorded no significant 
rain. Some of higher totals were 2.38 in. at Hereford, 1.69 in. at 
Beaumont-Port Arthur, 0.90 in. at Granger. Mean soil temperature 
upper 70s to low 80s. Mean soil temperature 70° at Bushland to 83° 
at Beeville. Highest daily soil maximum temperature was 97° at 
Beeville; lowest daily minimum soil temperature was 58° at Bushland. 

Crops: Corn growth, progress was good over most of State last 
week. In East Texas, herbicides for grass control were being applied, 
while cultivation occurred in northern areas of Blacklands. Fields in 
South Central Texas were still recovering from wind damage, making 
good progress. Corn 81% normal, 82% 1993; 1% silked, 0% 1993. 
Cotton planting activities increased in Plains last week, while fields 
in Blacklands were being evaluated for damage from last week’s 
heavy rains. Cotton in South Central Texas made slow progress as 
hotter temperatures were needed. Hot days, warm nights in Rio 
Grande Valley, South Texas allowed cultivation, improved plant 
growth, as most fields were squaring, some began to set bolls. Cotton 
84% normal, 69% 1993; 9% squaring, 8% 1993. Peanuts planting 
continued in Plains where field conditions allowed, some areas of 
Cross Timbers were delayed another week as producers waited for 
fields to dry out. Other fields in Cross Timbers were replanted due 
to wash out from the recent rains, while fields planted earlier in High 
Plains were beginning to emerge, 16% planted, 21% 1993. Rice 
existing stands continued to improve, flooding of fields continued in 
Upper Coast. Statewide condition 98% normal, 83% 1993. Sorghum 
producers in Plains responded to open weather, increased planting 
activity. Planted fields in Blacklands, Central Texas responded 
favorably to warmer weather, made excellent progress. Fields con- 
tinued to head in Coastal Bend, Rio Grande Valley. Replanting began 
in some areas of Plains where rainfall was heavy. Sorghum 86% nor- 
mal, 78% 1993. Soybeans planting increased in Upper Coast, while 
rain showers in East Texas early in week caused delays to planting, 
35% planted, 58% 1993. Small grains wheat harvest increased from 
South Texas to Blacklands under warmer conditions last week. 
Humid conditions in Edwards Plateau area caused some harvest 
delays. Mild, warm days in Low Plains allowed a few fields to be 
harvested. Wheat 50% normal, 74% 1993; 1% harvested, 2% 1993. 
Oats 11% harvested, 7% 1993. Sunflowers 28% planted, 43% 1993. 

Commercial Vegetables: Rio Grande Valley cantaloupe, honeydew, 
watermelon harvest continued. Rust mite control spraying underway 
on citrus. San Antonio Winter Gardens cabbage, onion harvest 
continued. Watermelons setting good crop. Trans Pecos irrigating of 
cantaloupe continued. Onion harvest active. Weed control activities 
ongoing. East Texas squash, beans, potatoes were being harvested. 
Watermelons making good progress. Several cases of disease 
problems due to warm, humid conditions reported. High Plains 
onions made good progress. Peaches Edwards Plateau were sizing 
well, with damage still being assessed following last week’s heavy 
rains, some hail. Harvest of early peach varieties continued in East 
Texas, Upper Coast, Edwards Plateau. Pecans Casebearer spraying 
occurred in Blacklands, Low Plains, Edwards Plateau, with 
monitoring for casebearer occurring in Cross Timbers. Producers in 
Valley applied zinc, irrigated as needed. 

Range and Livestock: Pastures were greening, continued to 
improve, except for Trans Pecos. Pasture conditions in Trans Pecos 
poor, with green grasses emerging slowly. Hay cutting, baling 
activities active in most areas, where conditions allowed. Livestock 
condition also improved. 


UTAH: Temperature maximums 1° above normal, minimums 2° 
above normal. Precipitation was light across the entire State except 
for Uinta division which received little to no precipitation. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.7. Soil moisture 59% short, 41% 
adequate. Spring wheat jointed 37%, 30% 1993, 49% avg. Barley 
jointed 37%, 32% 1993, 47% avg. Oats planted 92%, 85% 1993; 
emerged 73%, 64% 1993. Winter wheat jointed 70%, 81% 1993. 
Corn: planted 87%, 81% 1993; emerged 54%, 28% 1993, 43% avg. 
Alfalfa hay height 15.5 inches, 14.7 in. 1993. Alfalfa hay 1st cutting 
6% completed. Potatoes planted 74%. Dry beans planted 3%. Cattle 
moved to summer range 42%, 55% 1993, 44% avg. Sheep moved to 
summer range 27%, 48% 1993, 48% avg. Pasture, range conditions 
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good to excellent. Major farm activities were planting corn, 
potatoes, harvesting alfalfa, cultivating, spraying spring grains, 
apples, irrigating, moving cattle, sheep. High winds have hampered 
some planting and dried out soils. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures below normal. Extremes 33°; 88°. 
Precipitation averaged near normal. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 5.8. Topsoil 32% short, 68% 
adequate. Barley 31% fair, 69% good. Wheat 3% poor, 52% fair, 
43% good, 2% excellent. Pasture 8% poor, 35% fair, 55% good, 
2% excellent. Alfalfa hay 6% poor, 16% fair, 71% good, 7% 
excellent. Other hay 3% very poor, 3% poor, 52% fair, 39% good, 
3% excellent. Peaches 40% very poor, 8% poor, 15% fair, 37% 
good. Apple 2% fair, 27% good, 71% excellent. Flue tobacco 35% 
poor, 54% fair, 11% good. Fire tobacco 27% poor, 58% fair, 15% 
good. Potato mostly all good. Corn 84% planted, 83% 1993, 82% 
avg. Corn 3% poor, 72% fair, 25% good. Peanuts planted 96%, 
90% 1993, 96% avg. Soybeans planted 22%, 22% 1993, 25% avg. 
Cotton planted 100%, 97% 1993, 97% avg. Flue tobacco trans- 
planted 77%, 66% 1993, 82% avg. Fire tobacco transplanted 40%, 
46% 1993, 58% avg. Burley tobacco transplanted 14%, 14% 1993, 
24% avg. Sun tobacco transplanted 29%, 40% 1993, 73% avg. 
Picking strawberries; some spraying for alfalfa weevils, army- 
worms; harvesting hay; scouting, spraying for cereal leaf beetles. 


WASHINGTON: Temperatures normal to 5° above normal west; 
3° below normal to 3° above normal east. Precipitation 0.07 to 1.02 
in. west; 0.12 to 2.21 in. east. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.7. Soil moisture 38% short, 62% 
adequate. Hay, other roughage supplies 12% short, 86% adequate, 
2% surplus. Range, pasture 10% very poor, 15% poor, 30% fair, 
44% good, 1% excellent. Winter wheat dryland 10% poor, 39% 
fair, 46% good, 5% excellent; irrigated 91% good, 9% excellent. 
Spring wheat dryland 10% poor, 44% fair, 46% good; irrigated 3% 
fair, 91% good, 6% excellent. Barley dryland 19% poor, 36% fair, 
44% good, 1% excellent; irrigated 99% good, 1% excellent. Winter 
wheat 39% headed, 5% 1993, 18% avg. Spring wheat 99% emerged, 
88% 1993, 96% avg.; 4% headed, 0% 1993, 8% avg. Barley 99% 
emerged, 74% 1993, 93% avg.; 9% headed, 0% 1993, 6% avg. 
Potatoes 74% emerged, 72% 1993, 75% avg. Dry beans 53% 
planted, 0% 1993, 40% avg. Corn 87% planted, 92% 1993, 81% 
avg. Alfalfa, first cutting, 20% completed, 17% 1993, 26% avg. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Extremes 33°; 86°. 
Precipitation 0.01 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 4.6. Soil moisture 95% adequate, 5% 
surplus. Barley good; headed 95%, 98% 1993. Wheat good; jointed 


Temperature 55°. 


jointed 90%; headed 74%. Hay 3% poor, 47% fair, 50% good. 
Apples 50% poor, 50% fair. Peaches 100% very poor. Soil prepared 
83%, 80% 1993. Corn planted 67%, 56% 1993, 58% avg.; emerged 
44%, 18% 1993, 31% avg. Oats planted 93%, 92% 1993, 88% avg.; 
emerged 63%, 84% 1993, 73% avg. Tobacco 18% fair, 82% good. 
Gardens planted 63%, 65% 1993, 54% avg.; emerged 48%, 40% 1993, 
37% avg. Soybeans planted 15%, 20% 1993; emerged 0%, 10% 1993. 
Pasture feed 25% fair, 75% good; 93% of normal. Cattle 12% fair, 
88% good. Sheep 35% fair, 65% good. Farm activities: fertilizing, 
plowing, planting, mending fences. 


WISCONSIN: Temperature 62°, 4° above normal. Extremes 28°; 
94°. Precipitation none to 0.10 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.8. Soil moisture 37% short, 63% 
adequate. Pasture 77%, 86% 1993, 80% avg. General condition of 
crops: 10% fair, 80% good, 10% excellent. Corn planted 94%, 52% 
1993, 71% avg.; 16% fair, 75% good, 9% excellent. Oats condition 
14% fair, 73% good, 13% excellent. Soybeans planted 70%, 20% 
1993, 36% avg. Winter wheat 4% fair, 59% good, 37% excellent. 
First cutting hay harvested: 1%, 0% 1993, 0% avg. Planting was 
starting to wind down in the south, farmers in the north were still 
planting. Rain would be beneficial to germinate crops that were just 
planted. Corn planted for this time of year is at highest level during 
the last 30 years. Harvesting of first crop hay has just started. Dande- 
lions were a problem in some hayfields. Fruit trees in the north were 
in bloom. Sweet corn, snap beans being planted, while early- planted 
green peas looked good. In far north, potato planting was underway. 


WYOMING: Temperatures were generally above normal, 1° below 
normal in Jackson to 11° above normal in Douglas. Precipitation was 
below normal, except in the northwest, isolated areas in the east 
where precipitation was normal to above normal. Chugwater received 
the most precipitation with 1.53 in., Alva with 0.83 in. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.3. Topsoil 43% short, 57% adequate. 
Subsoil 31% short, 69% adequate. Spring wheat 98% planted, 88% 
1993, 92% avg.; 82% emerged, 47% 1993, 66% avg.; 3% jointed. 
Oats 94% planted, 89% 1993, 89% avg.; 73% emerged, 50% 1993, 
54% avg.; 7% jointed. Barley 98% planted, 89% 1993, 93% avg.; 
89% emerged, 72% 1993, 79% avg.; 1% jointed. Sugarbeets 89% 
emerged, 71% 1993, 65% avg. Corn 91% planted, 73% 1993, 72% 
avg.; 55% emerged, 29% 1993, 27% avg. Winter wheat 16% emerged/ 
not jointed, 63% jointed/not in boot, 21% boot. Winter wheat insect, 
disease infestation 70% none to light, 30% moderate. Irrigation water 
supplies 38% short, 57% adequate, 5% surplus. Livestock mostly 
good to excellent. Range flock ewes lambed 67%, 77% 1993. 
Percent cattle, calves moved to summer ranges 48%, 40% 1993. 
Percent sheep, lambs moved to summer ranges 40%, 29% 1993. 





(Continued from front cover) 

late in the week. In California’s central valley, weekly rainfall 
included 0.55 inches at Fresno and 0.20 inches in Bakersfield. More 
than 1 foot of snow fell at midweek in the central Sierra Nevada at 
Bodie State Historical Park, near Bridgeport, CA. In Nevada, Ely 
and Austin noted a trace of snow on Tuesday. Rain moistened 
topsoils across the Northwest. where weekly totals included 2.08 
inches in Pendleton, OR and 1.25 inches in Spokane, WA. Farther 
east, more than 1 inch fell in western and northeastern Montana at 
locations such as Great Falls (1.49 inches) and Glasgow (1.27 
inches). Late in the week, thunderstorms developed in the central 
and southern High Plains as well as the North-Central States. 
Williston, ND measured 2.39 inches of rain, and Roswell, NM 
collected 2.40 inches. Underneath the ridge, however, windy, warm, 
and dry weather persisted and edged eastward. On Tuesday, Minot, 
ND recorded 95°F. But by Thursday, Minot’s high was only 56°F, 
while Fargo, ND attained 90°F. Fargo’s high was considerably 
above those reported on May 19 in Phoenix, AZ (84°F) and Miami, 
FL (82°F). Daily record heat crept as far east as Marquette, MI 
(90°F) by Saturday. But cool weather remained entrenched along the 
east coast, and clearing skies inland permitted several daily records 
to be tied or set on May 21 from New England to Florida. The 
mercury reached 42°F in Augusta, GA. Along the Middle Atlantic 
coastline, high winds and heavy surf persisted through week’s end. 
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International Weather and Crop Summary 
HIGHLIGHTS 


May 15 - 21, 1994 


FSU-WESTERN: Spring and summer crop planting was virtually 
complete in Ukraine, while planting was progressing slowly in 
Russia. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Several days of dry weather in Kazakhstan 
favored spring grain planting. 


EUROPE: Rain promoted crop development across the north. 


CANADA: Much-needed rain across the Prairies boosted topsoil 
moisture for spring crop establishment. 


AUSTRALIA: Rain increased topsoil moisture for wheat planting 
across southern and western wheat areas. 


SOUTH ASIA: Rain increased moisture reserves for eastern main- 
season rice. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA: Heavy showers continued over Indochina, 
promoting establishment and early growth of main-season grains. 


EASTERN ASIA: Warm, dry weather prevailed across the North 
China Plain, stressing wheat in isolated areas. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Mostly dry weather favored summer crop 
harvesting and winter grains planting across the region. 


MEXICO: Showers benefited crops across eastern and southern 
Mexico. 


CUBA: Widespread moderate to heavy showers (25-100 mm) 
significantly delayed sugarcane harvesting. 


FSU-WESTERN: Unseasonably warm, dry weather covered most 
of Ukraine and southern Russia (North Caucasus, lower Volga 
Valley, and Central Black Soils Region), favoring rapid planting 
progress. In Ukraine, planting of spring grains, sunflowers, and 
sugar beets was virtually complete, while corn planting accelerated 
toward completion. In Russia, reports as of May 16 indicated spring 
and summer crop planting was progressing slowly, behind last 
year’s pace. Frequent rain (10-66 mm) in northern Russia 
(Northwest Region, Central Region, and Volga Vyatsk) continued 
to slow spring grain planting. In the Baltic States and Belarus, light 
to moderate rain (10-25 mm, with local amounts in excess of 25 
mm) interrupted summer crop planting. Winter wheat was entering 
the heading stage in southern Ukraine and North Caucasus, Russia. 
Unseasonably warm weather and persistent dryness over 
southwestern Ukraine (about 25 percent of Ukraine’s winter wheat 
crop is traditionally grown in this area) caused crop conditions to 
deteriorate. 


FSU-NEW LANDS: Spring grain planting was underway in Russia 
and Kazakhstan. Several days of dry weather over Kazakhstan 
favored rapid planting. Light to moderate rain (10-33 mm) over 
Western Siberia, Russia slowed planting. Topsoil moisture over 
Russia and Kazakhstan was adequate for spring grain emergence and 
early plant establishment. In cotton growing areas of Central Asia, 
light showers (3-17 mm) caused only brief delays in cotton planting. 
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EUROPE Total Precipitation (mm) EUROPE: Significant rain (25-65 mm) benefited reproductive 
MAY 15 - winter grains and emerging spring crops over a broad area of 
‘ Europe, from the western Iberian Peninsula to northern Poland. The 
moisture was especially welcomed in eastern Germany and 
northwestern Poland, where topsoils had been drying in recent 
weeks. Timely showers (15-40 mm) also replenished topsoil 
moisture for corn growth and winter grain development in France 
and southern England. Heavy rain (100-155 mm) soaked northern 
Portugal and the Alpine region. In contrast, only light rain (7 mm 
or less) fell in parched eastern Spain and most of the Balkans. 
Unfavorable dryness persisted in corn areas of southeastern 
Romania. Scattered frost, with isolated sub-freezing minimum 
temperatures, burned early spring growth in northern England. 
Weekly temperatures averaged 2-4 degrees C below normal in Great 
Britain and Spain, and 3-6 degrees C above normal from southern 
Poland to Bulgaria. In Scandinavia, variable showers (5-20 mm) 
helped spring growth in southern crop areas of Sweden and Finland, 
but mostly dry weather prevailed over central Sweden. 


CANADA Total Precipitation (mm) 


CANADA: Timely, soaking rains fell throughout the Prairies, 
increasing topsoil moisture for planting and establishment. Amounts 
generally ranged from 15 to 75 mm, with heaviest rain spanning 
southern crop areas where planting was underway. Temperatures 
averaged 1-3 degrees C above normal in the east and 1-3 degrees C 
below normal in the west. Frost-free weather in southern Alberta 
and Saskatchewan favored early crop growth. In Ontario, cool 
weather, accompanied by light rain (15 mm or less), slowed winter 
wheat growth. 





AUSTRALIA Total Precipitation (mm) 
MAY 15 - 21, 1994 
7” 





AUSTRALIA: Light to moderate rain (1-20 mm) fell across 
portions of the western and southern wheat areas, increasing topsoil 
moisture for planting. However, more rain is still needed to ensure 
good germination moisture. So far this season, only Victoria has 
received adequate rainfall for planting. Across central and northern 
New South Wales and southern Queensland, dry weather continued, 
delaying wheat planting but favoring summer crop harvesting. Dry 
weather prevailed across the sugarcane region of northeastern 
Queensland. Temperatures averaged 1-3 degrees C above normal 
across the west and 1-3 degrees C below normal across the east. 
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SOUTH ASIA Total Precipitation (mm) 
MAY 15 - 21, 1994 
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SOUTH ASIA: Moderate to heavy rain (25-50 mm or more) fell 
throughout major rice areas of eastern India and Bangladesh, 
increasing moisture for early development of main-season crops. 
Mostly dry, warm weather elsewhere reduced topsoil moisture for 
oe ae : summer crop planting, due to begin soon in southern India as the 


: 4 monsoon becomes established. Temperatures in the mid 40’s C 
DRY () stressed livestock in central India. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA: Heavy showers (50-100 mm or more) 
covered primary rice areas throughout Indochina, improving main- 
season planting prospects. Inundating rain (more than 150 mm) 
likely caused some flooding along Vietnam’s Red River. Rainfall 
was variable over corn areas of central Thailand, ranging from 17 
to 144 mm. Planting was likely underway and germinating corn 
benefited from the additional moisture and seasonable temperatures. 
Further south, moderate to heavy rain fell throughout rice and palm 
oil areas of peninsular Thailand and Malaysia. Java was dry, 
favoring harvests. Showers (25-50 mm or more) were scattered 
throughout the Philippines, benefiting local rice and corn. 
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EASTERN ASIA: Mostly dry weather dominated the North China 
Plain, as early-week hot weather stressed filling winter wheat and 
dried out topsoils for summer crops. Early-week maximum 
temperatures ranged from 30 to 35 degrees C, with isolated stations 
reporting 38 degrees C in southern Hebei. Cooler weather later in 
the week kept weekly average temperatures only 1-2 degrees C 
above normal. The majority of the winter wheat is irrigated, which 
should lessen the impact of the hot weather on the wheat crop. 
However, rain is needed to replenish soil moisture for summer 
crops. Light rain (2-14 mm) fell across Manchuria, increasing 
topsoil moisture, but additional rain is still needed in western 
Heilongjiang. Moderate to heavy showers (25-100 mm) covered the 
Yangtze Valley and southern China, boosting rice irrigation supplies. 
Heavier showers (100-200 mm, with an isolated amount greater than 
250 mm) fell across Guangxi, causing some flooding. Temperatures 
averaged 1-3 degrees C above normal across eastern China and 1-3 
degrees C below normal in Manchuria. In Japan, moderate showers 
(15-40 mm) covered the country, increasing moisture for rice 
paddies. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In Argentina, light to moderate showers (10- 
40 mm) fell across northern Buenos Aires, slowing summer crop 
harvesting but increasing topsoil moisture for wheat planting. Dry 
weather prevailed elsewhere throughout the main crop areas, 
allowing summer crop harvesting and winter grain planting to 
progress. In southern Brazil, dry weather favored late corn and 
soybean harvesting across Rio Grande do Sul. Scattered light to 
moderate rain (S-30 mm) fell across Parana, Mato Grosso do Sul, 
and Mato Grosso, increasing topsoil moisture for wheat planting. 
Isolated heavy showers (40-150 mm) possibly caused some flooding 
in western and southeastern Minas Gerais. Light to moderate rain 
(10-30 mm) slowed summer crop harvesting in southern Paraguay. 
Temperatures averaged 2-5 degrees C above normal in central 
Argentina and 1-3 degrees C above normal in southern Brazil. 


MEXICO: Seasonal showers (10-45 mm) covered eastern Mexico, 
boosting topsoil for summer crop planting. However, less than 
10 mm of rain fell in the central and western corn belt, where 
moisture is limited for planting. Dry weather prevailed across 
northwest and north-central Mexico. Temperatures averaged 1-2 
degrees C below normal across northeast and east-central Mexico, 
and 1-3 degrees C above normal elsewhere. 
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Crop Condition 
for the Week Ending May 22, 1994 
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